Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

July 7, 2022

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

We appreciate you and your agency’s work in investigating the horrific human smuggling
incident in San Antonio that left 53 migrants dead. While there is still much that local officials,
organizations, and the public need to know to help and support the survivors, we know this
information will come in due time. However, there are important immediate steps that the
Department of Homeland Security (Department) can do to protect the surviving migrants as well
as the victims’ families.

We urgently request that you exercise prosecutorial discretion to ensure that the surviving
migrants are not deported or sent to a detention facility. We also urge the Department to expedite
the applications of survivors who apply for humanitarian based visas. These visas are for
individuals facing oppression, disasters, or other urgent circumstances, such as criminal activity,
human trafficking, or individuals facing persecution while outside the United States.

As you know, the migrants in the tractor trailer suffered extreme heat, potentially up to 130
degrees, and some of the survivors may end up with long-term health issues. According to the
San Antonio Fire Department chief, none of the 16 migrants found alive were able to climb out
of the tractor trailer without assistance. As the remaining survivors focus on their recovery at San
Antonio hospitals, they should not be worried about their future in the United States.

Additionally, we ask that you provide humanitarian parole to allow the families of the victims to
visit the survivors and collect the bodies of the dead. It is only right that our government
provides an avenue for the family members that can and want to come to the United States to
find, locate, bury, or bring home their loved ones.

This tragedy is a symptom of a broken immigration system, and while we will continue to work
with you and our colleagues in Congress to pass comprehensive immigration reform, we hope
that you will work tirelessly with us to ensure the protection and security of the survivors and
their families.

Sincerely,
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Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress
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Nyd1a M. Velazquez
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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Sufahne Bonamici
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Jugh Vargas
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz lé/arragan
Member of Congress
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Tony/ Céardenas
Member of Congress
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J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress
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Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

KL‘E{A/( CAS'?ZW/

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress
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Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress
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Raul M. Grijalva ~
Member of Congress
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Sheila{Cherfilus-McCormick
Memberof Congress
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Al Green
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress



